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Meese Chapel United Methodist Church 
County Road 60 
Auburn, Indiana 
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KNOW ALL: MEN BY THESE PRESENTS,That,whereas,at the 


October term 1899,of the DeKalb Circuit Court,in an action 


then pending therein, wherein Wilson S. Dancer was the plain- 


i! | 
tiff and James Lawhead was the defendant, for the partition of 


the real estate herein descrited,it was by the order of court 
recéé6ded in order nopnte, page 3], adjudged that said lands 


were not Susceptitle of division without injury to the owners 
and that the same were of lesS value than a thousand dollars 


and that the Same Should be Sold at private sale without notice 


and the undersigned was appointed a commissioner to sell them. 
And whereas the said lands were on the 2oth of October 1899 


in conformity with the order of the court Sold to Owen Hen- 


Singer,John Cool,and Mary Essig,trustees, and to their success- 
ers in office in trust that said premises shall be used kept 


maintained,and disposed of as a place of Divine worship,for the 


use of the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal.cnrurch in the 
Unitee States of America;subject to the discipline,usuage 
end ministerial appointments of said church as from time to 
time authorized and declared. by the general conference of 


rl ;Said church and the annual conference within whoSe bounds the 
at Said premises are situate. Ps 


And whereas said sale was dily repofted to the court ane 


aiby an order of the court duly approved and confirmed. 


“And whereas ,Saie court by its order duly entered in order 


PEED |book 34 page / IS directed said commissioner ‘to convey said real 


mieState ,the purchase price thereof hav ire been fully paid,to tm 


SH | him, . Now Therefore in pursuance of said order and in con- 
ea) Sideration of the sum of Three Hundred and Forty Dollars the 


FA(price for which said real estate was sold as aforsaid,the same 
gauveing the full appraised price thereof, I ,aS commissoner as 


aforsaid, hereby convey and confirm to said Owen Hensinzer, 
Jobh Cool and Mary Essig,trusteeS,in trust as aforsaid, and. to 
their successors and assigns, the Parine real eState to witi:- 

A rectangular peice of land ten rods long east and west and 
eight rods wice north and south,and Sin ate ans the? wont. 
west corner of the east half of the north west quarter of 
Section tgwenty,in township thirty three “north range thirteen 
east in DeKalb county Indiana,and all the interst of said par- 
ties therein,as fully as I may convey the same by the author- 
ity afforsaid. 

Witness my hand and Seal this 2oth ey of October 1899 . 


State of Indiena DeKalb county s-s- 
Before the undersigned te @ peared 


‘Albert Robbins and acknowledzed’ the execution of the forezoirg 


deed. “oy 
- Witness my hand and officiel seal oy coth) cay of October =e 
ef 


= 4 I 
1899, a Whe har oh ae Mee igs 


“ntety dt ao a yorsh wa hei 


i a 
o nergy te eed pane 7 psi ‘ 


itwoo ¥O rabro' aud ane: ard 


: 1h, : a ; ; 
ebnel SESS Saad pos AY 9 whos’ 
2 TaN Bes of t Jiod : ol dks qa7eu i) am 

set igb | ier 8 aed) aS 3 * 


oo 230m auaeeee aise! Sf59k7' 
tedd 4298 08 45:10 Lop 1wA0> & bed 
eu spring Oere aioe 945 29 sae a 
ape nswd of BLOR” sruos add 
-2 2398 shad’ Ye bas ereret) 
Japa bese sa Liane “gk aaad: bese dee 
a4) 4OT Qua ecivrl 38 ane) ‘q 8 28. 
eae pe Avabne fsnooat ga deihoniem: af 
epbie ts week gon th aa2 6) rts 31a 
of omes moeY S45 doktio- 9134 Yo % nomtgings fai it a 
to. sone tat anes [arenes 34 ye & 996 2. Ars 
gas abound Seorw w SATE one Jag 
oth 
$n8 J TAO? sad oJ pape ¥l ib (om. 
bath? 405 Ske bevonsgs “ul 
tahis ai sotedae, Ge <obto 2af ore 
lagd ptSz oR? os girs me ise 
an of tls “yiret "raaes AY 
«nb? ot Bas sate BABE ot 
ald ers. fol yi 2 
hs 3 Sal, bist yrs 
a6 Foc otes Laue a 
taenseten 2370) ESR 
of bos pisziers 
~3ikw og 245/49 ee 
ies $89" oa JESS 
i BIC ‘gat ai Of 


‘ilson S. Dancer and TAPRANTY DD=D Seco 


Dated: ..ugust , 1394 
Recorded: August 6, 1095 


The Church of Cod at RacORD OF DEEDS, DeKalb County, 


Locixzoods Corners ov: 
Deiialb County. 


+] 
2) 
ws wy Ve ww ww 


Indiana, Vol, 55, Page 135. 


The said Grantors CONVEY AND WARRANT to the said Grantce 
the following described Real Estate situated in DeKalb County, State 


of Indiana, to-wit: 


A part of East half of the North West quarter of Section twenty 
(20) in totmship number thirty three (35) yecth of range thirte en (15) 
east, bounded by a Line commencing at the North West corner of said 
Bast half and running thence south eight rods, thence cast: ten rods, 


thence North eight rods, thence west ten rods to the place of beginning, 


Upon condition that any other religions denomination of Christians 
may use said premises and the church building thereon built Zor worship 


when not used by said grantee and the farther condition thet said ihe 


shall erect and and keep in repair @ line of posts for hitching horse 
on the South and East sides of said tract ata proper distance fron 
each other and it is understood between the parties hereto that should 


said premises cease to be used for church purposes or should said grantec 


fail to fulfill the conditions or any of them hereinbefore required of 
them the said premises shall. revert te avd agoin becume the property 
of the sranters or the person*or persons who shall own the premises 


immediately adjoining said tract hereby conveyed on the South and East 
at the date of said reversion. 


Signed and Sealed: Wilson S. Dancer 
Mary E. Dancer 


Acknowledged by Wilson S. Dancer and Mary E. Dancer, his wife, 
on the twenty sixth day of October, 1894, before John Cool, a Justice 
of the Peace in and for DeKalb County,’ State of Indiana. 


(No Seal) 
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Meese Chapel History | Page 2 


At one time, we didn't have a minister, and Rev. Krider walked from Auburn. for 
evening church, and children's meetings. 


The first Sunday School Superintendent was Silas Nugen, and Mrs. Scofield started 
the first Bible School. 


Elizebeth Cornell donated $100.00, and this was used to put electricity in 
the church. 


On the church's 50th anniversary, Alice Ferguson fixed a dish of flowers for 
the church, Don Schurr was superintendent at the church at that time. 


We rededicated, and painted the church in 1943, and the annex was finished © 
in 1952. 


In 1954, the furnace was installed, plus we done some redecorating, and we got 
new church pews in May 1967. 


The pews were recoverd, and new carpet installed in the fall of 1984. 


September 1, 1984 
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Meese Chapel History 
Lockwood Church of God was later named Meese Chapel Methodist Church. 


The church was built by the congregation belonging to the Church of God. It 
was built on the corner of the W.S. Dancer's farm, and Mr. Dancer donated 
one-half acre of land that it was built on. It was designated that the land 
should never be used for anything else except a church. Mr. Dancer, and 

Mr. James Lockwood built, and payed for it, plus.. took a mortgage on it. 


The last pastor was Rev. Comps, and trouble came in the church, and the 
mortgage was foreclosed. The church was sold to the Methodist, now being 
a Methodist Chdrch, instead of the Church of God. It was put on the 
Spencerville circuit with Rev. E. Peters as pastor. 


It was dedicated on October 20, 1899 by Rev. E.E. Fred of Geneva, Indiana. At 
the meeting of the official board, Mr. John Cool offered $25.00 if he could 
name the church. He named it Meese Chapel in honor of Rev. Meese, for Rev. 
Meese held many revival meetings in the locality many years before. He 

also organized a Methodist church as early as 1879. He was known as the 
marrying preacher. 


The signers of the deed are as follows: 
Mr. Owen Hensinger; Mr. John Cool; Miss Mary Essig. 


The ground where the church is, was purchased in 1894, and the Church was 
built in 1895. 


Pastors at Meese Chapel 


1899 - Rev. Peters 1945-1946 - Rev. Manford Wright 
1900 - Rev. Jones (supplied) 

1913 - Rev. Burt 1946 - Rev. Willis Taylor 

1914 - Rev. Heart 1946 - Rev. Harley Davis (supplied) 
1915 - Rev. Valentine - Alva Klopenstein (fill-in) 
1920 - Rev. Charles M. Hol lopeter 1947-1949 - Rev. John Hand 

1921 - Rev. Simons 1949 - Rev. Harley Davis (supplied) 
1922 - Rev. Irwin T. Pusey 1950 - Rev. Donald Everett 

1925 - Rev. McClintic 1951 - Rev. Harry Angel 

1927 - Rev. Johnson 1952 - Rev. E. McClelland 

1928 - Rev. Lewis E. Clayton 1953-1955 - Rev. Alfred Burk 

1929 - Rev. George B. Dunham 1956 - Rev. Keith Davis 

1930 - Rev. Edgar L. Johnston | Rev. Eugene Stalte 

1931 - Rev. Walter M. Hollopeter Rev. A. Kelly 

1936 - Rev. Clark 1958-1959 - Rev. John Dicken 

1937 to 1940 - Rev. James D. Bell Rev. James Fritz 

1940-1941 - G. Ben Herskberger 1965 - Rev. Donald Klopenstein 

1942 - Rev. G. W. Montgomery 1975 - Rev. David Shoemaker 


1943 to 1945 - Rev. H. E. Wiswell 1977 - Rev. Eugene Woolever 
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Mrs, George Simanten and littl 
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Hicksville, the guest of her sister, 
Mrs. Mateon Smith. : 
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Ira Bone and wife entertained 
Tell Elson, Fred Jenkine, Earnest 
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their wives, at supper on Friday. 
ville, was the guest! of Mra. Q, 
days within the past week. 

Beeks Erick and wife of Fort 
Wayne, and Mra Cordelia Yar- 
nelle, who had epent tive weeks in 
the South, returned home on Fri- 
day. 

Mn. E. E£ Berty and sub, 
George, were at Fort Wayne on 
Saturday, and remained the guests 
of Mortimer Mills and wife over 
Sanday. 

C.M. Pinebon of Chiesgo, rep- 
resentative of the Quaker City Rub- 
ber company, was the over-Sunday 
guest of bls sister, Mrs. William 
Randall, and husband. 

Mra. 3. Warner Went tu: Port 
Wayne on Saturday to attend a 
millinery bpening snd remained 
over Sunday, the guest of her 
daughter, Mrs. Langley. 

The little son ® Churles Case! 
and wife, residing west of town, 
who was injured by a dynamite 
cartridge. bapbediok in his hand, is 
getting along nicely now, 

Rev. W. W. Lineberry, a former 
pastor of the St. Joe. M, P. charge, 
but now located at Salem, Ind., is 
the proud poseeasor of a new Buick 
five-passenger automobile. 

The Concoal township teachers 
went to Fort Wayne an Saturday 
evening to ‘play the-For,, Wayne 
Junior “Turners. Que basketball 
players were Uefeated Dyw 345 to 19 
score. 
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THE MARRYIN' PARSON 


Rev. W. L. Meese is one of the 
more colorful characters in the 
Christian heritage of DeKalb County. 
He was so called upon to perform 
weddings that he became known as 
"The "Marryin' Parson" and, at his 
death, was believed to have married 
more couples than anyone else in the 
county. 

Rev. Meese was born in Canal 
Fulton, Ohio, and was forced to be the 
provider for his mother and eight 
younger siblings at the death of his 
father at age 14. After many years in 
rugged canal boating he came to 
DeKalb County in 1855, when it was 
still a wooded wilderness. After 
several years as a farmer, he moved to 


__ was licensed to preach as a member of the 
“| Methodist Episcopal Church. After 

:s:| retirement as Sheriff he devoted his time 
+] to preaching the gospel in grove and camp 
meetings throughout the area. 

As the number of marriages he had 
performed increased, he organized the 
"Meese Matrimonial Association". This 
| association of former newlyweds met 
| annually for a great potluck reunion and 
words of encouragement in their marital 
commitment. In this, Rev Meese was 
perhaps way ahead of his time. 

Rev Meese went home to be with the 
Lord at the age of 84 on March 1, 1913. 
His memory lives on in the rural church 
which bears his name, Meese Chapel. But 
surely his influence lives on in the lives of 


Waterloo and opened a grocery where — J the grandchildren of many who witnessed 
he was not overly successful. In 1872 he was elected solid family values in sale parents gained from the 
County Sheriff teaching of The Marryin Parson. 


In 1864 he was converted in an old fashioned 
revival meeting at Haverstock's Corners and in 1877 
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A guest: at the horde of Mrs. Sarah 
Herrick on Friday ° Melvin Her- 
tick returned homd with bim; and 
went to. Auburn, where. hie ‘franzact- 
ed business, on eiurdan 


M. IL. Andress. fae wife “ienter- 


tained the followihg company at. 


‘ldinner on Sunday: ipseeliva sy | 
Northrup, of Fort Wayne; Mrs. 
William’ Hamilton,-Thayer North- 
tp and, wife and Lloy d Mil ler, 


fFranl: ‘Rush, of Detroit, who had 
heen here on a visit with his sister, 
Mrs. FP, Buchanan, and: also, at 
Mark Center, was: tulgen ill While 
Visiting his daughter, Mrs, Tprry 
Ferguson, of. Auburn, and’ went to 


|the sanitariim ‘at, Mount Clemens, 


Mich., for treatment; 
{to. return. to St. 


- He euectalh 


janerton, 
j ]864, When she passed Co the greast{ hie Lnowledwe ol oie 


1 
Linehberry, a former’ 


where he .aceomplished much good. |. 


fin different parts of DeKalb county 
churches 


‘of bis Intereat: tn-their belvul 
tple of Jackson township érectedl a 


oe before going: 
ey <a Jins-and ‘wify 


Meese returned to Canal Dover 


where he hoated on ou canal fran | Ili oa Whe it enxpentes 1 seottee- 
In 1500, be was unit- tite this 
je in marriage tu Mis Murgucet | iatt bUpo wath the Ht 
Wivedd uotilt There oe be 


1347 to 18 


Ros, 


with Whore he 


beyond. 

Jn 1855, he carne to Indians andl | 
located upon a fart of SU acres in 
Franklin township. Here he labored 
tor fourteen years, ane then toyed 
tu Waterloa, 

Rev. Meese was converted 
1S04 in the old Haveritock building 
at Haverstock THe was 
superintendent and cluss leader at 
Jones’ Corners for four venrs; an, 
for 3iX years, Was superintendent of 
the Auburn AL. EB. Sunday. sehool, |. 


ts or Hers, 


He was licensef“aa‘a preacher in|: 
1877, and held bis first revival ser. 
viveg ut Sugar Grove school ee 
Keyser townsbip, beginning Fel. 2 
of that year; where twenty Pe 
vere converted. Since that’ time, 
Mr. Mepse bas hiekl many meetings 


sutnes in 
Brovis— | 


‘|—authe in school houses, 
and others in 

where be conducted’ general vamp 
meetings, always avith great’ suc- 
cvs3.’ A9 an instance of appreciation 
; fs [yeu I= 


house of worship, known us Meese 


chapel. | 
Mr. Meese is survived by three | 
vhildren—Mrs. Ira T. Enton,: of 


Chicago; Mrs. Bessie Hopkins, of 
Kalamazoo; Mrs. Orrin Meese, of 
Jackson, Mich. A daughter, Letta, 
died at Garrett several yesrs ugo. 

Faveral services very, held at the 
M. EB. obureli-at'-2 pau. on: Tucs- | 


day, - éoridurted by. a ak 
Thoruburg:” : a, 
Ray: Raison? Wifes afd’ “gon; |" 


Floyd, and: Charles: Collins mud iwite | - 
were Sunday: guests.of Wilbur Col~!. 
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VAIL that is mortal of the Reverend| 
William Db. “Meese will be. Jaid to. 
test Tuesday afternoon, | ‘death ‘be v=. 

ng G him Saturday. 6 4p.m: 
at the Sacred Heart hospital ab Gar- 
rett where he went some ten days| 
] ago. firmly: “believing ° “that | he * fa 
F nearing. the’ portals. of glory’ “yet he 
faced | the ¢ end. of life » with, a eee a 


| bis Master 1 had for him 
laid off the: ‘armor. “of tyres aie 
on the Tobes “of reward as ‘one ‘pres 
paring fora night of “peaceful sleep 
and - -lying, down to Forget, the bur- 
dens of fhe d closing day! 8 s touting ye 
Father. Mec me er Cy e ste “ot 
e wont to call-h : 


, Hog 
5 parson’ owing to to “the-] large mae 
of matilionial knots. he. fied, I 


aseistion and reunions (of 
h a joined iny mretionk “were. 

: pAb tne first one held b Fesola, 
tion was, adopted encouraging ¢ é yurt- 
ship and marriage, PrOmeH Ae. § bappi- 
ness. and, soncord an. sand pe aus 


4s 


ing ‘for the. con wea ‘ofa 
| ber of pe, association 

| guilty 6 any 8 
herein, : ‘ : 

“George Swing ‘ord ‘and “Mies Belle 
Hornberger, Ee ileord young ‘people 
when wed, were. the first to be mar- 
ried by: ‘Rev, } Meese... SThis was many 
years 8g, gince which . Aime, hun- 
dreds haye | “been united - by. the far 
famed ‘tqnurrying parson,"! The last 
ones to’ be wed by him ‘were Mr. and. 
Mrs. Dp. Le Marvin, “bo tt of, this. ‘tty 
unfil the recent death: of Mr. “Mar-, 
vin.” ‘This ‘union was’ ‘at the, home “ot 
Mr, and Mrs. Johu Sheffer. ‘on West 
Eleventh ‘street, May 22, 1912. Mr 
and Mrs. Wes _Miser_ was also wed 
at the Sheffer home during the ‘eld- 
erly parson’s stay there. 5 snaet 
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CORUNNA HAPPENINGS, 


Specie) Correspondence 


CORUNNA, Ind., March 3.—Miss 
Rose Thomas spent Friday in Ft. 
Wayne......It is reported that Nelson 


Gette hus sold his property on Camp- 
bell street to John Shippy...... No thank 


|| you, |we will not attend the ioaugura- 


tion at Washington this time...... Chaun- 


|cy Sipe of Kendallville visited his par- 


\}ents here, Mr. 


TO FILE 


verlor Court; 
in Order 

sto be 

| 


and Mrs.. Isaiah Sipe, 


on Friday...... George Dawson sold 7 


|| White Minorcas to a party in Burns, 


Oregon, a few days ago ....David Lutt- 
mun of Allen county visited over Sun- 
day here with relatiyes...... A sled load 
of our young people attended the re- 
vival meeting at Custer Saturday night 
..Emanuel Treesh of Elkhart was the 


'| guest of his brother, Harvey, and Jas. 


ion received 
the sale of 
Turban rail- 
ce about tif 
Kendallville 
day evening. 
48 been pre- 
icket of the 
Wayne. 

‘tition ask- 
Id was filed 
iver of the 
was con- 
eMent cred. 
‘ights would 
them if the 


t there was 
eks enough 
i 


thigh. 


DeLong on Friday...... Elder Thomas 
reports two conversions at Custer Fri- 
day night. Interest‘in the meetings is 
growing...... Thomas Mason has trated 


his property in the east end of town! 1913, aged 84 years, 2 
the ; days. 


‘for the Vian property east of 
school building......Sunday being the 
birthday of Thomas Mason and J. P. 
Becher, the latter’s sister, Mrs. 
Wise, gave a dinner in honor of the 
event. Of course the recipients of the 
honor were both present, also Jobn 
‘Becher und wife, S. P. Beecher and 
wife, Howard Becher und wife, Earl 
Wise, wife and son and Percy\:Mason... 
We understand that none of the bids 
received by Trustee George Shaffer on 
Saturday for the building of two schoo! 
houses in Richland township were ac- 
cepted, all’of them being considered too 


» T.RMARSHALL (ff 
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E. A.| DeKalb County in 1855. 
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WLM 
AT GARRETT HOSPITAL 


WIDELY KNOWN AS THE MARRY- 
. ING PARSON 


ONE TIME COUNTY SHERIFF 


Later he Preached the Gospel! and 


Had Married More Couples 
Than any Other Preacher 


in:the County 


Rev. W. L. Meese died in the Garrett 


hospital at 4 p. m. Saturday, March 1, 
months and 17 


He was born at Canal Fulton, Ohio, 
in 1828 and came to Franklin Township, 
His father 
died when he was but 14 years of age, 
the eldest of u family of eight children, 
and the early part of his life was spent 
in canal boating in ‘northern.. Ohio 


iaecdonannomanenae aso 


where he endured the hardships of this 
vocation incident to the early history 
of the country, 

He located on a farm in Franklin 
township and later moved to Waterloo, 
where for several years he was en- 
gaged inthe grocer’s trade. He was 
not a successful man as the world 
counts success and his business enter- 
prises did not give him the financial 


an honest man and made many friends. 

While a resident of Waterloo in 1872 
he was nominated for sheriff on the re- 
publican ticket and was elected by|- 
only 20 majority over G. W. Maxwell, 
and at the énd of. his two year term 
was re-elected in 1874 with a majority 
of 671 over John Treesh. In this ca- 
pacity he formed acquaintances in all 
parts of the county as he made a house 
to house campaign on foot in his can- 
vase. 

In 1864 he was converted at Haver- 
stock’s Corners and in 1877: licensed 
to preach ad a member of the M.° E. 
church. Since his retirement from of- 
fice as sheriff he devoted moet of his 
time in preaching the gospel, ever 
maintaining a dignity consistent with 
his profession and he conducted many 
grove and camp meetings with success. 

He established a record in marrying 
and on account of his wide acquaint- 
ance and genial disposition the number 
of marriage ceremonies he performed 
gave him the cognomen of ‘‘the mar- 
rying parson’’ and it is probable that 
be married more couples than any 
other minister in the county. ; 

In Sunday School conventions and re- 
ligious ‘gatherings he was always in 
evidence anda highly respected worker. 
He died as he lived, triumphant in! the 
faith that he had so earnestly pro- 
claimed. 

The body was taken to the home of 
the Keeran sisters in Auburn and the 
funeral occurred at 2 o’clock Tues- 
day afternoon, Rev, F. F. Thornburg 
of the M. E. church officiating. There 
was a large attendance of old time 
friends who desired to pay tribute to 
the man they had ‘learned to loye be- 
cause of his uniform piety and noble- 
ness of character. 


Walks 6,000 Milea, 

Bt, Clairsville, O—Carl Lelpple, 
graduated with the class of 1912 from 
the local high school, has: walked nean 
ly 6,500 miles to and from school dur 
{ng the four years of his course. He 
resided at East Richland,-four miles 
from here, and was forced to walk to 
and from school each day. During 

at time he never missed a day nor 
was he ever tardy. 


Burns to Death In Cellar Window. 

Clio, Mich.—Falling down the cel 
lar steps with a lamp, Mrs. Matthew 
Hudson set fire to her clothing. She 
became wedged in a cellar window, 
trying to get out. Douglas Meek, pass- 
ing by, tore her burning clothes from 
her, in, an unsuccessful effort to pull 
her through. _ She died from her burns. 


fs this your «aner? 


eee Oe 
iia F) 


a 3 
ML, ee ae 
| 3 4 


re | ie 
$1.50 PER 4 


standing he could desire, but he was]: 


— 


se ee wwe eee wee 


Wife Seb pst 


TAK PAYERS CONVENE 
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AFTER THE COUNTY cOMMIB- 
_ SIONERS' FOR MISDOINGS i 


FATHERS. PUT UP A ‘BLUFF 


’ 


And Ask that the Court Place Thalr. 


Acts Before the Grand Jury-- i ; 
} ‘Resollitions Were Paseod }4 


at the Meas : Ii 
. . : ob % | 
’ j ans i | 


A large number of voters and some 


heavy tax payers: from ‘Waterloo and ° 
vicinity attended. an indignation meet- 


g held in the opera house at Auburn 
ursday afternoon, to protest against 
e action of the: county commissioners - 


in the manner adopted by them of 
letting the contract for farnishings in 


he new court house. ° ty 
. "There were approximately two hnin- t 


dred citizens of the county present | at 
this meeting, and ‘J, E: Pomeroy, an 
attorney at Auburn, 'was chosen presi: 
dent, and William Bachte), secretary, 
There was much speech: making, and it: 
soon developed that talk would not ac- 
complish anything, and that action was 
the thing needed, . whereapon the eds 
lowing action was taken:: 


Jerry Foote, ‘of Richland, Beate: a 


motion, which carried, that a commit- 
tee of five be appointed.to request: the 
county commissioners to appear before 
the meeting and explain their position, 
The motion carried, and the committee , 
consisting of Perry Foote, 
Daniels, A. B.’Sponhour, George Rines 
hart and J. L. Smith, retired. | 


Arthor » 


The committee, reported, that “the 


county commissioners declined . to at: 
tend the meeting. | 


A committee consisting of one tan 


payer from each township: was - ap- 
pointed to draft resolution to be pre- 
sented to the adjourned meeting to be 
held Friday. The followin; 
tutes the committde: 


, consti- 


Fairfield, Geo. Rienhart. a 
Smithfield, Archie Bowman mt 4 
Richland, Henry Keene. , 
Grant, William Myers. ' ae 
Wilmington, H. G. Copen.! 
Union, J. K. Stafford. 

Keyser, S. T. Shutt. iy 
Butler, M. L. Hoffman. © aha: 
Jackson, John Brown, =| - |i. 
The townships of Franklin, Troy, 


Stafford, Spencer, Concord ! and New: 
ville were not represented. 
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_ THE MARRYIN' PARSON 


was licensed to preach as a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. After 

-| retirement as Sheriff he devoted his time 

¥4| to preaching the gospel in grove and camp 
\ «| meetings throughoyt the area. 

As the number of marriages he had 
performed increased, he organized the 
"Meese Matrimonial Association". This 
association of former newlyweds met 
annually for a great potluck reunion and 
W| words of encouragement in their marital 
| commitment. In this, Rev Meese was 
%| perhaps way ahead of his time. 

Rev Meese went home to be with the 
Lord at the age of 84 on March 1, 1913. 
His memory lives on in the rural church 
which bears his name, Meese Chapel. But 
surely his influence lives on in the lives of 
=! the grandchildren of many who witnessed 
solid family values in their parents gained from the 
teaching of The Marryin' Parson. 


Rev. W. L. Meese is one of the 
more colorful characters in the 
Christian heritage of DeKalb County. 
He was so called upon to perform 
weddings that he became known as 
"The “Marryin' Parson" and, at his 
death, was believed to have married 
more couples than anyone else in the 
county. 

Kev. Meese was born in Canal 
Fulton, Ohio, and was forced to be the 
provider for his mother and eight 
younger siblings at the death of his 
father at age 14. After many years in 
rugged canal boating he came to 
DeKalb County in 1855, when it was 
sll a wooded wilderness. After 
several years as a farmer, he moved to 
Waterloo and opened a grocery where 
he was not overly successful. In 1872 he was elected 
County Sheriff. 

In 1864 he was converted in an old fashioned 
revival meeting at Haverstock's Corners and in 1877 
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MEESE CHAPEL U.M. CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


Praylude: Carol Warstler 

Lighting of Candles: Sara McWilliams ~ 

Welcome: Pastor Gene Woolever 

Call To Worship: 

Pastor: Shout joy to God, all the earth! Sing to the glory of His name. Offer 

Him glory and praise. 

People: Father, we give You glory and praise! 

Pastor: Say to God, "How awesome are Your deeds!" 

Pastor: All the earth bows down to You; they sing praise to Your name. 

Unison: We sing praise to Your name, AMEN 

Hymn: How Great Thou Art 147 

Prayer 

Musical Response 

Children's Special: /'// Be A Sunbeam 

Special: Amber Heimann 

Tithes and Offerings: (Head Usher Dean Cornell) 

“You have dedicated your lives to the Lord. Come, bring your thank offerings 
to the Lord's table. He will remember your offerings and will look with 
favor on them. May our gifts be used to the advancing of the kingdom of 
God and give him glory and honor." 

Doxology 

Hymn: Moment By Moment (on song sheet) 

Special: Laura Heimann 

Memories: Rev. Stolte 

Solo: Junior Boylan 

Special: Christine Legler 

Message: Rev. Keith Davis 

Hymn: Stepping In The Light (on song sheet) 

Benediction: (Unison) To Him who is able to keep us from falling and to 
present us before His glorious presence without fault and with great joy-- 
to the only God, our Savior--be glory, majesty, power and authority, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forever more! AMEN 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Meese Chapel cookbooks will be available at the Fire Barn after lunch. If you 
are not going there, they will be available in the church vestibule. They are at 
a suggested donation of $4.00 each. 


Congregation Please Stand 


MANY THANKS TO: 


Almighty God for His guidance in planning this event. 
Centennial Committee: Margaret Gaskill, Richard Newcomer, 
Church drawings of before and after 1954: Bob DePew. 

To all who had a part in this program. 

To all who helped in any way to make this day a success. 
Jackson Township Fire Department for the use ot the Fire Ban 


AFTERNOON PROGRAM: 


Blessing of the meal. 

Enjoying the good food (thanks to all for providing it). 
Hymn: There's Power In The Blood (on song sheet). 
Presentation: Rep. Dennis Kruse 

Special: Angie DePew 

Presentation: Juliann McWilliams 

Special: Jennifer & Joe Graves 

Time for Memories and Reminiscence 

Benediction 


(Please visit the Historical Exhibit table) 


"For the mountains may depart 
and the hills be removed, 
but my steadfast love shall 
not depart from you. 
-Isaiah 54:10 “ie 
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Woodlawn Cemetery 
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FARMER, CO ro lee Wor ty om LS ek ee 
Velma «M..," Di aetOls id: oh 
William Alonzo, DB. 1802.0 di 49078. vuried 26 


Sept. 1978 
Rosemary ‘Heft), b. 1897, d. 1971, buried 20 
Oct. 1971 


STEVENS, Ivan, no dates given, no stone here 


XN MEESE, Orrin, father, b. 1859, d. 1915 
Hallett, dau., 1912 only date given, no stone 


here 
Shiite ORT. wD ae oT DeG mmr OOO dct MADY Ik) 1912 
ELSWORTH, Mrs., 1911 only date given, no stone here 
TAILOR, Child, 1909 only info. given, no stone here 
EN W.F., 1910 only date given, no stone here 


DAYMAN, Child of John, 1910 only date given, no stone 
here 


BAKER, JOUN Orme rebseiozes,. a. 6 Nova. 1899 
STAFFORD, Wo info. given, no stone here 


SHEETS, Ella, dau. of Charles and Julia, b. 1887, 


d. 1896 

Millie, dau. of Charles and Julia, b. 1885, 
d. 1896 

Carl, son of Charles and Julia, b. 1892, 
d. .1896 
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EVERGREEN CEMETERY Auburn, IN 


Section A (con't. ) 


Lot #54 LINK, ‘con't. ) 


Francis M., d. Jan. 24, 1869, ae in, 


25d 
Father 
Forest C. 


Lot #55 BUMPUS, Russell, d. Sept. 22, 1879, ae 69y, 


5m, 26d . 

Emmet W., d. Aug. 1, 1874, ae l3y, 
9m, 19d 

Howard D., d. Apr. 4, 1875, ae 16y, 
(um, tea 


Sons of Russell and Susan Bumpus 


Lot #56, 57 EATON, Edith 

Gracie 

Rocelia L. 

Trav. 

IAs), §eD up OMA Yet O39 1659,04d.. Oct: 
11, 1916 

Rocelia L., his wife, b. May 31, 
1857, d. June 6, 1937 


X Lot doloyy eve MEESE, Wm. L., b. Dec. 14, 1828, da. Mar 

1, 1913 

Margaret L., his wife, bd. Mar. 
6, 1830, d. Mar. 17, 1894 

Burton VW., b. Mar. 9, 1864, d. 
Sept. 30, 1873, 

Charley 1S 27) 0-shpra 27, PLO les, a; 
Apr. i 1874 

Father 

Mother 


Lot #58 FRIEND, Mary L., wife of James C., d. Feb. 5, 
1877, “aerZoy,. cm nyod 


Lot #58 HILKEY, Susanna, Wite SOT Js, 7 0. Ost. his 
1875, ae Sly, 8m, 28d 
Charles D., Sonora b. Wetey roe ve he 
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Married Hundreds- Novel Reunion in 
Indiana-Pastor Meese Has Called 
together the 1,500 couples He Has 
United and They will Celebrate at 

Auburn on August 20. 


Auburn Courier August 13, 1896 


Huntington, Ind., Aug. 2-One of the 
queerest reunions in the history of Indiana 
will take place at Auburn, DeKalb County, 
Ind., on Aug. 20. It is to be composed of the 
men and women who have been united in 
marriage by the Rev. W. L. Meese during 
his ministry there. They form a fair 
proportion of the population of DeKalb 
County besides being represented in every 
other state in the union. This novel idea has 
taken immensely with them and the 
prospects are that there will be a gathering 
that will be memorable. 

For years the Rev. William L. Meese or 
"Uncle Billy,” as he is called, has officiated 
at a large share of the matrimonial 


ceremonies held in that county. Finally it 


developed into a popular impression that the 
thing was not properly done unless it had his 
pious sanction. This has been especially the 
case among the rustics, until now the peace- 
loving man can not put his finger on the 
county map without covering broad acres 
tilled by men who were made benedicts by 
him. How many there are of them the parson 
does not know and the records do not 
disclose, but he has officiated in that 
capacity more times than has any other 
minister now living in this section, and it is 
safe to say that the number will reach 1,500. 
Of these many have since attained 
distinction in different walks of life, and is a 
fact of which the Rev. Meese is proud that 
very few of his marriages have been undone 
by divorce courts. 
Programme of the Reunion 

The novel programme proposed for 
Aug. 20, was brought about by the desire of 
Mr. Meese to round out his active ministry 
by a grand gathering of all those whom he 
has started out in life. He announced the 
idea several weeks ago and it met with 
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instantaneous approval. Letters of 
congratulations and offers of assistance 
came pouring in and at this early date is an 
assured success. Speakers of local 
prominence have been secured to address 
the gathering. It will be an all day affair. A 
brass band has been engaged to enliven the 
occasion with music and a great chorus of 
voices will assist it. 

The reunion will be held in a beautiful 
grove at the edge of town. There will be 
hammocks and swings and enough good 
things to eat to make the hearts of visitors 
glad. Intermingled with the music will be 
oratory and recitations and the finale will be 
a grand march led by the first couple 
married by Rev. Mr. Meese. They are 
George Swineford and wife (nee Belle 
Hornberger). The newest married couple 
will have the honor of the left of the line and 
no one will venture to guess who they will 
be, as Mr. Meese has announced that he will 
marry anyone free on that day who will 
make an application. 

When the procession has reached the 
proper position it will about face and will be 
"taken" by a local photographer who has 
been fortunate enough to secure the 
exclusive right to the job. 

That is the programme as now nae 
out for the first matrimonnial reunion ever 
held in this country so far as known. 

Sketch of the Minister 

The man who is thus honored was born 
in Canal Fulton, O., on Dec. 14, 1828. He 
was confirmed in the Catholic Church at 
Massillon in 1844. He was a towboy on the 
Wabash and Erie canal from 1846 to 1853 
and moved to Indiana in 1855. He joined the 
Methodist church in 1856 and in the same 
year was licensed as an exhorter. In 1877 he 
was licensed to preach. He was elected 
sheriff of DeKalb County in 1872 and again 
in 1874. 

During the forty years of his work as an 
exhorter and minister he has made the 
acquaintance of nearly every man, woman 
and child in the county. His popularity with 
the country people is boundless. He 
officiates at their marriages and funerals and 
is consulted in naming the new-born 
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children. It has been said that some of these 
people would refuse to die unless they were 
assured that "Uncle Billy" would officiate at 
their funerals. 

Notwithstanding his life of activity and 
success aS a minister he is poor. He is 
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politician in the popular sense of the word; 
yet when he ran for sheriff he overturned an 
adverse majority. It has been estimated that 
if only persons whom he had married with 
their descendants, were to vote for him, he 
could be elected to any office in the county. 


charitably inclined and is a splendid type of 
the old time preacher. He was never a 


MATRIMONIAL 


Record of Those who were in Attendance and Registered at the Meese Reunion at 
Auburn, Indiana, Thursday, August 20th, 1896 (from the Auburn Courier) 


|Name | Womans Residence__| Date _—_‘| Children | 
| George Swineford_| Isabel Hornberger | Mt. Hope | Nov. 2,1879 |- 
|SilasS.Potter___| EttaLochner | Auburn___| June 5, 1889 [1 
|Edward Beaty | AnnaLochner___| Auburn _| Nov. 20,1888 [1 | 
|JohnL.Keeran | Anise C. Beeber_| Auburn __| Sept. 25,1884 [1 
|ThomasCool___| Amanda Myers__| Auburn__| June 12,1881 [6 
|Wm.P.Lucas | EllaBoyle | St.Joe | Sept.9, 1885 |- 
[John C. Lochner__| Darley Clark | Auburn | May9, 1894] 1 


W. B. Rohn Phebe C. Waterloo Dec. 23, 1893 ir aaa 
Townle 


Joseph Ferguson__|CoraKosht__| Union Twp. _| Dec. 27,1890 [1 
| August Bohlke | Myrtle Maurer | Auburn | May 6, 1890 | 1 
|A.C.Baker___| MinervaKnight | St.Joe | Nov. 10,1885 [1 


Auburn 
|James Freeman | AnnaBeugnot | ButlerTp | Feb.5,1895_ [1 
|JacobM. Smith |IdaFansler____| Cedar Creek _| feb. 23,1888 [1 
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[Name | Woman | Residence | Date ___—_| Children 


Clyde Brandon Dec. 25, 1887 
Della McConahe Dec. 24,1887 |1 
Geo. W. Beeber _| Lydia Hall Sep. 30, 1881 


Uriah Shank Cedar Creek | Sep. 25,1880 | 2 
Stonestreet 


S. F. Morr 3 
Jno W Bucher 2 
Cory Shugers 
LeviBarnhart | IdaSmurr___| Mooresville_| Oct 21,1883 |4 
| Samuel Watson___| Clara Slusser___| Huntington | Sept 12,1880 |4 | 
| Wm. Blodgett | Pluma Miller | Auburn__| Nov. 16, 1893 |1 
|MilesEmbry __| Jennie Weygandt_| DeKalbPO | Jan.8,1888 {1 
| Wilbert Lutz | Etta Pugsley _—| Concord __| Aug. 18.1896 |- 
[John Spear | CoraBoren | Aubum | Jan 12,1896 |- 


John D. Essig Mary E. Dec. 1, 1888 
Carnahan 


|J.R. Lewellyn | Alice Ridge | Waterloo _| Apr.3,1886__|- 
| Walter G. Pugsley_|MaudeE Haney | Butler | July 23,1896 |- 
|C.V.Brandon | AlmedaMyers | Auburn | Jan. 15.,1887 [1 


JohnClark | Eva Wise | Auburn | Nov. 24,1881 |- 
|E.T.Cochran | BelleShook | Auburn__| Mch. 24, 1886 [- 
John Strouse | Millie Osbun | Auburn Apr. 10,1884 [4 
|L.E.Harding | Alice King __—| Linn Grove__| Apr. 7, 1887 |- 
|SerenusHaag | EllaDraime _| Cedar Creek 
Auburn 
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[Date | Children 

Samuel Noel 

Samuel Culver __ Jan. 11, 1892 

Tim McDowell 

James M. Owens _- 

Henry H. Witt 


Clinton J. Fee 
Emmett Kosht 
Porter Depew 
John Lawrence 
T. F. Elson 
Thomas Mason 
Louis Culler 
H. M. Phillips 
Geo. Ke 
J. H. Walters 


ler 


Saeeteae, 
[eed 
Pee | 
ie E. D Eee 
b Eisner 
|Florence L. Pence | Altona _| Apr. 2, 1896 |- | 
Jennie Ferguson | Auburn | Apr. 17,1893 |- | 
|DoraBailey | Auburn__—| Jan. 12, 1885_ | 1 
Aub |Dec. 18,1885 |- | 
ae 
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Chicago, Ill 
[Swan _| Apr. 18, 1886_| 2 
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Oct. 14, 1880 
iana Hathawa Sep MUS81 P| 7 | 
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ettie Yard 
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Dec. 23, 1889 
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J.M.Carmer__| Nora Reasoner 
M. W. Bishop | Hannah E. Brown | Auburn | Dec. 24,1885 |- 
A. M. Carr Anna Strebe 
A. Mason |Elmina Mitchell | Auburn | Dec. 17,1890 [1 
Silas Nugen Emma Bartels Cao Ba 


| Wm. Armstrong | LizzieBowen | Auburn [July 9, 1882 [6 
|Wm.H.Grube__{- Sheets | Auburn __| Dec. 18,1889 [1 | 
|Clinton Potter___| Georgie Maxwell | Auburn __| Nov. 29,1889 [1 | 
|John W.Cool___| Alice Armstrong | Auburn | Mar. 27,1885 _|- | 


Hensinger 


|MarionOsbun___| Rickie Kruger | Aubun [= T= 


CHURCHES 1860-1869 PROJECT and they had a good time. The took 
Sacrament and then we come home and 
Notice all persons knowing Theoph and Lenora PHILIPS was at our 


themselves to be members of the Regular 
Baptist Church of Auburn, are requested to 
meet on the first Saturday of July next at 2 
o’clock p.m. at the residence of S. B. 
WARD. New Era June 21, 1862 
From the Diary of Lewis RUDE for 
1864 Franklin Township 
- Sunday, February 14, 1864 
Today owe owent up to 
HOVERSTOKS meeting house to church 
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house and at night we went to church again 
at the same place and they had a good 
meeting and they had some Shouting. 


DEDICATION 
The German Reformed Lutheran’s 
dedicated to the worship of the Lord their 
new church edifice on Sabbath last. There 
was more in attendance on the occasion than 
could gain entrance. The exercises were 
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CANCER CLAIMS LIFE” 
“SHETER LONG ILLNESS 


ert 1: 
Mrs. Martha Ellen Elson, Moth- 
or .of Harve Elson of Au- : 
: 


‘eat Dies at Age of 
1 Years 


ALS 


ae Martha Ellen Elson Wautaine | 
-fiye miles south of Auburn in Jack- 
ee towpahip,.." ‘died Monday. after: 

gpnv at: 6. g’clgck ; ‘as. the’ regult: of 
ee “at thé/age of 76" ycats. Mrs. 
‘ay had’ beer See tog cf. bed 


res. i? He 


twelya gore 
gave ot 'Thomag. 1 


0 Mau rs Say bare Agosths 
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sdéns, tester! rand tfvin.: “phbt6 
a three other song,‘ Harve’ B. Hisdn 
209: Bast "Ninéteenth ‘atrBet,2" a 
Fag ber, of’ the’ ‘Aubjirn’ city. gounelt; 
orge *wisont of Fort: “Wayne.” ‘and 
rank: Bigon‘ of: Ladtto.’ aera 
\Mrs. Arthur: Danter resides’ in’ Fof 
,Wayne.: There’ are ‘also. seven ‘prand-- 
children dnd’ one great; “Brandchijjd, 
‘Mrs. Mison 4s the. Sh survivor: ‘ol 
her family. ota 
Tho deceased : rns a member, or 
Meese Chapel ' church located . in 
Jackson township. inate 
The funeral eervices will be. held 
Wednesday ‘afternoon at 3 o'clock 
DST from the John Rt. Clark fun- 
eral home-in Anburn. Rev. Walter 
Dg antes will officiate, assisted by 
) “ai dC) Wright,. pastor. “of; 


(MiB: church of sAuburn, 
dit will: be -made. in. Woods) 
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E. T. C. M. HospitTac 
Korar, Mysore STaTe, INDIA 


January 1957. 


DEAR FRIENDS, 


Some of you must be wondering what has happened to me for it has been about a year since you have heard 
from me. 1956 was a busy year at E.T.C.M. Hospital, as the enclosed bookiet reveals. Since it gives a good picture of 
the year’s work, I shall not write about hospital affairs in this letter. 


It was a great inspiration to have the privilege of attending the three days of meetings conducted by Dr. Billy 
Graham in Madras last January; the results of those meetings were far reaching. I understand that he is starting a 
campaign in New York City this month, and pray that this humble, consecrated, servant of God may be used by Him 
for the salvation of many in that great city. 


Two weeks of evangelistic services in our Kolar Church last year, one during Passion Week and the other in 
August, the latter under the leadership of Dr. J. T. Seamands, whom many of you know, brought spiritual refreshment 
to many. A number of our staff and students received much help during these meetings as they surrendered themselves 
to Christ. Perhaps the greatest results were in the girls boarding school where twelve of the older girls found Christ 
as their Saviour. Eleven of these girls were already nominal Christians, and one was a Roman Catholic. There is still 
great need for a revival among the membership of the Church, so please remember this need in your prayers. 


In January of last year Miss Sundra Edwards came to Kolar as the principal of our Girls School. Under her 
experienced and capable leadership many improvements in various departments of the school have been brought about 
during the year. Her own deep spirituality and her constant concern for the needs of the boarding girls have had a far 
reaching influence in the conversion of these girls. 


Our South India Conference has been biessed by the arrival of two new missionaries. Miss Carol Sibert, a 
public health nurse, arrived in October and is now doing language study in Belgaum, near the village health centre 
where she hopes to work. Dr. Jean Tarwater arrived in April and we have been most happy to have her in Kolar. At 
present she is doing full time language study and is living at the school. Many of you saw her picture in the May 
‘“ Methodist Woman.” She is as sweet as she looks in the picture and we all love her. 


Instead of taking my usual vacation during the hot season I waited uniil later in the year and took it on the 
‘Installment plan.” The last of October I spent a week-end with Gladys Webb in North India, and then went with 
her to Lucknow for The Centenary of The Methodist Church of Southern Asia. The Centenary celebrations 
were four wonderful days filled with inspiration, closing with a communion service in which more than four 
thousand people took part. Those of you from North Indiana Conference will be interested to know that [ saw Mrs. 
Roose from Goshen and Rev. Harold Neel from Mishawaka there. And Asbury friends will be happy to learn t hat 
{ met Rev. Elton Jones and Dr. Z. T. Johnson. ‘The latter treated all former Asburians to a chicken dinner one even- 
ing; there were around twenty-five present and we had a finc hour of fellowship. A second ‘ installment” of my 
vacation was a week’s sight-seeing trip by car through Mysore State immediately after Christmas with Jean Tarwater, 
Sundra Edwards, and another friend. 


Several have asked when and how I am coming home. Esther Faulkner, of the World Gospel Mission, and I 
are booked to sail from Calcutta about April 8 on the ‘‘ Wonorato” of the Java Pacific Line. This ship is a freighter 
and so the sailing date may be changed. The trip will take approximately six weeks. We have not yet had definite 
word as to where we will disembark, but it will be one of the California ports. We were booked on a British ship which 
was scheduled to go through the Suez. In November we decided to ask for a Pacific sailing and were offered accom- 
modations on the ‘‘ Wonorato’”’ within three weeks. At a time when sailings are difficult to get, we feel that this reser- 
vation, secured so quickly and easily, must surely be God’s plan for us. Needless to say, I am thrilled at the prospects of 
getting to see friends in California before proceeding to Indiana. My headquarters after my arrival in the States will 
be c/o Rev. & Mrs. A. R. Morford, 1310 S. Courtland Ave, Kokomo. Indiana. 


I am looking forward to seeing many of you after my arrival home. Until then, may God richly bless you. 


Yours in His love 
MAaxINE COLEMAN 
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PASTORAL TEAM 


eee Nees ee) gee ee eee ce ~~ RICHARDAC. RAINES 
Bee OUPERIIGTEINDENT (Moi tos. oe a BYRON” F“STROH 
PARISH TEAM MINISTRY ........Eugene Stolte 

Waterloo, Phone 246] 

Jim M. Fritz 


R 1, Garrett, Phone Fl 7-3810 


Harry McCrum 
R 1, St. Joe, Phone 2584 


CENTRAL STUDY 


214 East 15th Street, Auburn, Phone 318 


PARISH CHURCHES 


HELMER 


HELMER MEESE CHAPEL 

CORUNNA REHOBOTH 

ALTONA alee CONCORD 

SWAN in OG NORRIS CHAPEL 

BUTLER CENTER WATERLOO 

CEDAR CHAPEL a |) BARKERS CHAPEL 
Caran * Auburn 


NORRIS CHAPEL 


SWAN 


—____, BARKERS CHAPEL 


BUTLER CENTER 


WATERLOO 


CEOAR CHAPEL 


STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
To provide a creative ministry in town and country churches . . . to strengthen 
each local church through group planning and action . . . to deepen personal 


faith in Christ . . . to extend the frontiers of Christian fellowship. 
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a jae ik NEW PASTOR PREACHES AT 


ae : a le DEKALB COUNTY CHURCHES 
ve f 
‘ } Lh ee oe Rev John Dicken, now a.Resident | 
oe ea : : ore no * ep le IH ie of Auburn, Serves Meese Chap- 
hues 6 >|, Norris Chapel, Rehoboth 
4 
eee or oe LA & ae Rev. John Dicken assumed his 
ri , duties as acw pastor in the Pioneer 
= fe f Methodist Parish Sunday with: 
rey A fk. Pied oe eT to fee preaching ae aa at Meese Chap-, 
24 ee el, Norris Chapel, and Rehoboth: 
: churches. 
ce. | Rey. Dicken moved to the parish; 
j a ey re from a four-year pastorate at the! 
ne ae AY re i © |Hamilton and Alvarado Methodist 
rig ae) ett As Ps ee churches in Steuben county. After; 
a Pt { Ly . | sraduating from Ball State Teach-' 
: Pages i Cie, Ore ers college in 1951, Rev. Dicken at-' 
i /R_) ¥ ; tee ie ae Bui cis Pcs ) 
4 UY See fi f 
: mas ee re at 3 


E Yer ee 3 £ row we Pcs 
Vite Ie, ND penta 
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is 
A / a ny a- SPR. 
i a: = T'| fer @e: Get pala eee ae Le Oe 
fia J Va 5 J Je aad f a oo: am Lage q; tended Boston University School of 


Y, ona in Boston, Mass., where! 
Tre SS ‘he graduated in 1954, On returning 


th 
Wr. oY Ihe OL eEUS H- sie z e to Indiana he was appointed to his | 
ae: , c =) (8 hi first full-time pastorate at Hamil-i 
Wy 4-¥) i Jao | Aj Choy WA ol" ya 5. 1! ton-Alvarado by the North Indiana | 


ci Conference of the Methodist | 
| church, | 


t The new Methodist pastor, his| 
> wife Phyllis, and two sons, Mark' 
-{and Kent, are living at 107 East: 
| 18th street in Auburn. 


'; Pioneer Methodist Parish is the! 
‘!new name given to the DeKalb! 
| Parish started last year as a new 

‘}towa and country experiment in| 
the Fort Wayne district of the, 

Methodist church. Ten churches 

are now included in the new Par-! 
ish, Altona, Butler Center, Cedar! 
Chapel, Concord, Corunna, Hel- | 
mer, Meese Chapel, Norris Chapel, | 

Rehoboth and the Swan Methodist. 
churches. Three pastors have been, 
appointed to serve Pioneer Parish. | 
They are Rev. Gene Stolte, 1000; 
South Randolph street, Garrett,: 
the Rev. Arleon Kelley, 108 South 

Van Buren street, Auburn and the. 
Rev. John Dicken. Under this team 

g ministry the churches of Pioneer 
| Parish will plan and work together 
| so that each member church will 
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G. BEN HERSHBERGER 
~~ MUNCIE 


be strengthened. 
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DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, INC., 575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 


MURRAY HILL 8-3300 


Jaly 23, 1958 


Dear Mrs. Smith: 


Thank you for your recent letter. I am sorry 
that you are disturbed about our proposed beer 
cookbook. We are not trying to suggest that 
you alter your family's diet or method of 
cooking in any way that would upset you. It 
is true, however, that lots of people like 
beer and since there are many ways to cook 
with it, just as there are with vinegar and 
with wine, with no intent to intoxicate but 
merely to flavor, I hope you will not be too 
distressed if we proceed with our plans to 
make this book available to those who will 
find it useful. 


I should also like to add that in the cooking 
process the alcoholic content of beer ; 
evaporates, leaving only the flavor remaining. 


Sincerely yours, 


On Ona 


Clara Claasen 
CC/ jk Editor 


Mrs. Kenneth G. Smith 
Rieke re , 
Auburn, Indiana 
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DAY OF PRAYER 
Thursday, October 30, 1958 


Berniece Priend, Presiding 
ae President. « Rehoboth W.S.0.5. 
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paged love to light! O. wonderful the way 

That leeds from darkgess Go the perfect day, 
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.. 9 moraiag thet comes #laging o'er the sess  § . 

Through love te light, Through light, © God, to Thee — sper 

Who ert the Love of love, thé Bterned Light of light «cAmen, 


) yan , "Stepping in the Light" 
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Cube . Irene Peters « Norris ‘Chapel | 
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Bolivie _. Fern Mo¥amara © Rehoboth 
Prayer Service 3 | ae Vornes Arustronag 
Special Music | ea hie hig onus Coneord 
Meditetion | | . ce Keone Chepel 
Talk: ‘Home Field! 

Desconess Pensions Mary Werner » Meese Chepal | 
Prayer Service | Ruby Bevghnen 
Offering ny 3 | | 
Special Song = Vocel Duet | ‘Norris Chapel 
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The following financial statement covers the period from June 1 to Dec.1; 1958. 
Compare your stewardship with that of other churches in Pioneer Parish. See 
how well your local church is meeting its financial obligations. 
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Leeal Exnenses: 


: Botemitor yearqe47Sa1 ti 4n e325) 4e0) 1456 92950 ALT G72 1e S25) ADS 
Due by Dec.1 250 ALC Semel Ommpea Mi 400 Ae) 4) S36 hen co SG 2O00 
Paid by Dec.1 SCRMe aga So) ld 154 ANSE “2nBy 262 sue zen RS 
Total for year 625 650 950 1990 7606 1200 1200 1300 900 1200 
Due by Dec.1 G17) G25 147582 S00) SEO WEBOO' 500%" 650),24450\" 6008 
Paid by Dec.] GiCW G30 A660 2 S00 GEO eeeBU «GO0ae) 659.4500 5 ors 

prt onments : 

Total oryear-. 229" VIG21NkS1S58 4040 2900"). 5025441" 429. n920'N 418 
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Total for year 75 By) L/ Sia Dl etete wigs FOL eo PAZ) elo 184 


Due by Dec.1 38 44 87 = he, Bored ers BE 85 she 
Paid by Dec.1 33 13 J 6 18 7 51 93 16 53 


NOTE - Local expenses include fuels Dightsesinsurance, janitor, veto. Pastoral 
surport is the amount of salary you pay for pastoral care. Apportionments are 
your church's financial share of the cost of maintaining Methodism at district 
ere conference levels. Benevolences incluce your World Service pledge and any 
s.~cial offerings taken for work beyond the local church and local community. 


Your pastors in Pioneer Parish, 


John Uicken 
Arleon Kelley 
Eugene Stolte 
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Sunday School 9:00 

Morning Worship 10:00 *. May 15, 1994 
Lori Heimann Pianist 
Carol Warstler — Organist 
Angeline Smith Chorister 
Eugene Woolever Pastor Ph. 281-2332 


Ministers of the Gospel The Whole Congregation 
FEEEEEEEAFAFE EERE LEEEEEFELEETEEEEFEEE EE EAP EPAPER EE 
PRAYlude (be in prayer for the service) 

Call to Worship’and Invocation 


Pastor: God's love is a permanent gift which can never be 
taken from us. 


People: Jesus has,made that love forever ours through His 
death on the Cross. 


Pastor: There are still strong powers of evil in our world; 


but they cannot seperate us from God's love. 

People: We are certain that God gives us victory over all 
these powers, keeping us in His love through Jesus Christ 
our Lord! _ 

Unison: Almighty God, whose love in Christ can never be 
taken away from us by any worldly power: Deepen our faith 
in-Christ, that His victory on the Cross may become our 
victory over sin and evil. We do not believe, Father, that 
the Christian faith is a mental escape from the reality of 
sin, or death, or any other evil force. But while we know 


these powers are real we still fail to experience the victory 
of Christ which keeps us secure in Your love. Forgive us for 


our spiritual weakness when we have ignored the power of 
Christ in our lives. Show us the victory which is ours in 
Christ, that we may live in the strength of Your love for- 
ever. We pray in Jesus's name AMEN. 


Hymn: The Love Of God 18 
Prayer 

Musical Response 
Tithes and Offerings: (Ass't. ushers Matthew & Tom) 

"God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Hope does not dis - 


appoint us because God has pored out His love into our hearts 


by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us. This is OUR love 
for God: to obey His commands. Who is it that overcomes the 
world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God." 


Offertory Hymn: Great Is Thy Faithfulness 98 (v.1) 


Prayer Requests 

Prayer Hymn: Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Congregation's Sermon: Mark 1 
Hymn: One Day 2a 
Scripture Lesson: Romans 8: 31-39 
Message: The Love That Never Quits 


Hymn: Love Divine, All. Loves Excelling 21 
Benediction 


Postlude 


98 (v.3) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This afternoon: Open house for John and Marybell's 
SOth wedding anniversary. Norris Chapel;2:00- 5:00. 


LAST WEEK'S STATISTICS 
S.S. att. 20; Worship att. 36; Offering $ 330 _; Budget $ 305 


CONGRATULATIONS 
JOHN AND MARYBELL HAIFLICH 
Meese‘Chapel Church wishes you God's blessing upon 


your 50th wedding anniversary.May you have many 
happy years yet to come. 


But as forme and my | 
household, we will serve | 
the Lord. Joshua 24:15 


| 


qa oved te Yt 


ge 
ar et ea > <> - ._ +a 
Stir 3 au 2S wae Sek 
, F Mere 
Brifelst. “ALES tle 
GT omsk: 
HrTO. Si 


— == 


gyise fiw sw 


OLATAH ‘kmarear amMk HOG 
| e*beo wow serie iw orem feast susehl 
Yims pribber —_s ; 


Sao ot Jey Wisey ¥ 


ie 

iiss 
or 
CSF? 


ot tier as Se tiit) it sunt toa shad mesial Tio 
di te% xs neqes riewoq yIbluow pre yo eu mon? Yous & 
2 seed ya eens) wid no yuogolv ef! sad .sebu 


; — Ly  Waekeee s@elied tox ob a .tive ber ate zo 


velise: Gad genx? sqicas fetes s ei distat neiterat et? 
‘eos 2 elbiy 3:8 .scxod iive veo-ws se ass 40 sftia 
10% oy evipact .evel uvcY mi siivses SG echet soidy Seis Jo 
io Tweak off beaonpi set ev cei exemless Lendisige ado) 
ai wise af tebt pied’ ea en wade .aevil w)8 ol Jain 
“202 geod wet to iosesda af3 ni svit yom ev dads dein 
| _ SMA ewes a’ suest ni yesg eV .teve 
Gi “esr GO ead eel seyit 
| - Ieyext 
- Semocoeedt Isotent 
‘mor 2 wextioat evedar .3*ept) ramiiuettO bos safsit 
i“? ai =v x0% evei mo ef eedserzesomeh foo" 
5°S 3 eo egoH .ay 262 belb asic) ,eseanits {tide etev 


oduiy eis wmasizepe of i]s2 Lite ew tees ste-etaeeg emnilt 
2 


Jissl ue ost svol el au0 Geyvod ead 509 samsced- ae Jntogge 
ovoi SO 2! eid? .ao osvip sed st meodw .diuice viol aft vi 
eit temocisvo jedi 32 ef odd .abregseoo 2 vedo of 1660 308 
20 sce ait el sues Jas eovel ied only eno ede pied Thisew 

* .DOO 

f.v) &2> siisisttisi sf ai *sesD ‘ne yrod318etI0 


The Evening Star, Tues., Oct. 1, 1996, Page A4 


OPEN HOUSE — Joe E. and June (Dosch) Mason will celebrate 
their 50th wedding anniversary with an Oct. 6 open house at their 
home, 226 W. Walnut St., Greentown. They were married Oct. 6, 
1946, in Meese Chapel Methodist Church in DeKalb County. Their 
family includes their children and spouses, Jinger Shepherd, 
Judd and Nancy Mason of Greentown, Jo Ellen and Bob Almond 
of Indianapolis, and Judy and Jeff Childs of Kokomo; eight grand- 
children and two great-grandchildren. Please omit gifts, but a writ- 
ten memory would be appreciated. 
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| headaches and eye pain, hallucina- Suspect someone you know is abus- 


» tions, physical and mental depen- _ ing inhalants, encourage them to seck 
ip _ dence, sores sores on mouth or nose, liver professional help immediately! Call 

and damage, and brain dam- the Indiana Poison Center at (800) 

ee 382-9097 or (317) 929-2323 in 
Watch for the warning signs of race County. 
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OPEN HOUSE -- Eugene and Christine (Conner) Woolever of 2472 

County Road 9, Corunna, will celebrate their 50th wedding anniver- 

sary with an open house Sunday from 2-5 p.m. at Meese Chapel 

United Methodist Church, County Road 60, a half-mile east of |: 

DeKalb County Airport. The couple were married Sept. 6, 1947, in. 
Stroh Christian Church by the Rev. Wallace Jones. They have four ° 
_ ¢hildren, Ruth Anne Garrison of Kendallville, Richard of Waterioo, - . 

ee ee eee : 
4 chitdren. Please omit gifts. 
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OPEN HOUSE — Eugene and Christine (Conner) Woolever of 2472 
County Road 9, Corunna, will ‘celebrate their 50th wedding anniver- 
sary with an. open house Sunday from 2-5 p.m..at Meese Chapel 
United Methodist Church, County Road 60, a half-mile east of 
DeKalb County Airport. The couple were. married Sept. 6, 1947, in 


Stroh Christian Church by the Rev. Wallace Jones. They have four. 


children, Ruth Anne Garrison of Kendallville, Richard'of Waterloo, 
John of Auburn’and Mary Seed of sence: Mg and 13 ora: 
children. Please omit gifts. ee 
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But fe eat ‘these is Love. 
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1 Cormthians 13:13 
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IN MEMORY OF RUSSELL BERRY 


THANK GOD FOR YOU 


Thank God for you, good friend of mine, 
Seldom ts friendship such as thine; 
How very much I wish to be 
As helpful as you've been to me. 
Thank God for you. 


When I recall from time to time 

How you inspired this heart of mine, 

I find myself inclined to pray, 

“God bless my friend this very day.” 
Thank God for you. 


Of many prayer requests, one thou art 

On whom I ask God to impart 

Rich blessings from his storehouse rare; 

And grant to you his gracious care. 
Thank God for you. 


So often at the throne of grace, 
There comes a picture of your face, 


Some day I hope with you to stand 

Before the throne at God’s right hand, 

And say to you at journey’s end, 

You've been to me a farthful friend. 
Thank God for you. 


— Author unknown 
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RICHARD and ROSE MARIE NEWCOMER: 


Since you were not able to be with us in your joining our church, in this manner 
we wish to extend our hands in welcoming you into our fellowship at Meese Chapel 
United Methodist Church. May we all work together for the Kingdom of God. May God's 
richest blessing be on you both. We are a family working for God. 
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REPORT OF WOMEN’S GROUP | 
AT MEESE CHAPEL CHURCH 


The Women’s Society of Christian 
Service of the Meese Chapel 
church, near Auburn, met Feb. 7° 
at the church with 19 members, 
present. 

The president, Mable Chenoweth, 
called the meeting to order. Doro- 
thy Culbertson led the devotions. 
The group sang ‘‘More Love to 
Thee.’”’ A solo, “Open My Eyes, : 
that I may See,’ was sung by: 
Nellie Dosch. Lotus Bartles gave' 


the lesson, ‘‘Where Does Christian: | 


Citizenship Start?” in form of a, 
dialogue by members. The roll’ 
call, the secretary’s report and the! 
treasurer’s report were read. | 

The study group on St. Mark, ' 
“Disciples to such a Lord,’’ is to 
meet at Dorothy Culbertson’s 
+home. The president appointed a/ 
nominating committee, Mary War- | 
ner, Lotus Bartles and Rev. Keith, 
Davis to meet before the March 7 
meeting. Mary Warner announced. 
that Friday, Feb. 21, is to be ob- 
served with a ‘‘World Day of Pray-| | 
er’’ meeting in the evening at the | 
Auburn Church of God. 

Rev. Keith Davis announced the | 
Schoo! of Missions would be held! 
the evenings of Feb. 28 at Reho-| 
both church, Saturday, March 1,| 
at Meese Chapel and Sunday, ' 
March 2, at Concord. The’ commis- | 
sion on missions is to have charge ; 
of the preliminary program at 
Meese Chapel. 

Rev. Davis led the closing pray- 
er. The hostesses, DeEtta Closet 
Eleanor Culbertson and Lotus 
Barties served coffee or tea and 
homemade doughnuts and cookies. 


REPORT OF MARCH MEETING | 
OF MEESE. CHAPEL WSCS 
The Womatts Society of Chris- 
tian Service of Meese Chapel 
church met March 7 at Dorothy 
Culbertson’s home. 


The meeting was called to order 
by the president, Mable Cheno- | 
weth. The opening song was ‘‘More! 
Love to Thee.’”? Blanche Culbert- 
son led the devotions. The group 
sang ‘‘Take the Name of Jesus 
with You’ and “I Love to Tell 
the Story.’”’ Marybell Haiflich gave 
a lesson on ‘‘Ifealing Missions.”’ 


Roll call was answered by 22 
members by telling the number of 
years married. Four members 
have celebrated or soon will their 
golden wedding anniversary. A’ 
poem, ‘‘A Golden Wedding,’”’ was 
read by Angeline Smith in honor, 
of Etta Provines as on March 9' 
Roy and Etta Provines celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary. | 
Roll call for the April response will 
be a household hint. 


The secretary’s report and treas- 
urer’s report were read and ap-: 
proved. Correspondence from the! 
district president, Mrs. Walter | 
Shady, was read. Dates to Te-| 
member are April 9 district meet- 
ing at the Wayne Street church, | 
Fort Wayne and the next Meese, 
Woman’s Society meeting is to be | 
April 11. 

The meeting was then turned 
over to Marybell Haiflich, secre- | 
tary of promotion, who conducted | 
a program in honor of new mem- 
bers. The new members are Mrs. 
Hilda Hedges, Mrs. Loraine Green, 
Mrs. Jennie Krafft, Mrs. LaVelle | 
Timmerman and Mrs. Margaret | 
Gaskill. They were presented cor- | 
sages. 

It was decided the plant, bulb ' 
SSS — 


Monday, March 17, 1958 


and seed auction would again be 
held in April. 

Marlene Cornell, secretary of 
missionary education and service, 
gave a report. Upon the motion of 
Lotus Bartles, it was agreed that 
the ladies are to furnish refresh- 
ments for the M.Y.F. 


A report of the nominating com- 
mittee by Mary Warner proposed 
that the same officers stay in of- 
fice as the custom has been to 
keep the same officers for two 
year terms. This was accepted so 
the officers are: President, Mable 
Chenoweth; vice president, Ruby 
Baughman; secretary, Angeline 
Smith; treasurer, Elsie Bartles. 
The president will appoint the other 
secretaries and committees. 

Meese Chapel will take care of 
the Easter breakfast for the 
charge with the local church ac- 
tivities committee, Lotus Bartles, 
Eugenia Habig, and Dorothy Cul- 
bertson taking charge. 

The hostesses, Dorothy Culbert- 
son, Angeline Smith and Etta Pro- 
vines served lunch to the members, 
guests and kiddies. 
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REPORT OF APRIL MEETING | 
OF MEESE CHAPEL WSCS 


The Woman’s Society of Chris- 
tinn Service of Meese Chapel, near 
Auburn, met April 3, 1:30 at the 
home of Mrs. Nellie Dosch. 

The meeting was called to order 
by the president, Mable Cheno- 
weth. Nellie Dosch sang ‘He 
Lives” accompanied by Mildred 
Brown. Garnet Cornell led the de- 
votions taken from Psalms 92 and 
Jeremiah. The group sang ‘‘To the 
Work.’’ Marlene Cornell gave the 
‘lesson, ‘‘Youth to Work.’’ Marlene 


Cornell also read a poem, ‘“‘The * 


' Builder,” in keeping with the les- 
'son. The group then sang “I Sur- 
| render All.” ; 
| The secretary’s report was read 
‘and approved. The treasurer’s re- 
| port was read by DeEtta Close 
_ substituting for Elsie Bartles. Roll 
- call was answered by 19 with 
| household hints. Upon the motion 
'of Ruby Baughman, it was decided 
the pledge to the conference re- 
main the same as in the previous 
| year. 
| The secretary of supply work, 
' Doris Habig, asked the members to 
bring good reading material to the 
“next meeting for additional supply 
work. It will be sent to a college 
‘in Augusta, Ga. Dorothy Culbert- 
‘son reported on progress of plans 
| for an Easter breakfast. The group 
‘then held a plant, bulb and miscel- 
| laneous auction with good response. 
Nellie Dosch led in prayer. 
Refreshments were served by the 
‘hostesses, Nellie and Elsie Dosch, 
‘Ruby Baughman and Rosmarie 
Cook to 19 members, two guests 
and kiddies. 


REPORT OF WSCS MEETING 
| AT MEESE CHAPEL CHURCH 


The Woman’s Society of Chris- 
tian Service of Meese Chapel, near 
Auburn, met May 2, 1:30 at the 
church. 

The meeting was called to order 
by the president, Mable Cheno- 
|weth. The group sang, ‘“‘Take My 
‘Life and Let It Be” and ‘‘Rescue 
ithe Perishing.”- Nettie Miller led 
devotions with Ruby Baughman 
taking part. Eugenia Habig gave 
the lesson, ‘‘The March of Mission 


Dollars.’”’ The group then sang 
; ‘Leaning on the Everlasting 
| Arms.” 


| The secretary and treasurer re- 
| ports were read and approved. 
Roll call was answered by Moth- 
| er’s Day quotations. Hilda Hedges 
read “Only a Mother’ a poem by; 
; Alexander Seymour. May 15 at the 
church was the date set to make 
out reports. | 
' Marlene Cornell made a motion 
to continue the children’s study 
' and Margaret Gaskill is to be the 
| teacher, taking Lucile Lee’s place. 
| Jennie Walters was elected 
‘treasurer in the place of Elsie 


| Bartles. Rev. Keith Davis led the’ 


| group in closing prayer. Gifts were 
given to the oldest mother present, 
Etta Provines and youngest mother 

‘present, Marlene Cornell. 

’ Refreshments were served by 
the hostesses, Lillian Baughman 
and Jennie Walters to 17 members, 
one visitor, Rev. Davis and chil- 
dren. 


| REPORT OF W.5.C.S. MEETING 
AT MEESE CHAPEL CHURCH 
| _ The Women’s Society of Chris- 
| tian Service of Meese Chapel met 
June 6 at 1:30 at the church. 

The meeting was called to order 
by the president, Mable Chenoweth 
‘With a poem. Devotions were led 
by Doris Hebig. The group sang 
| “Will Jasus Find Us Watching?” 
'Mary Warner and Doris Habis 
' gave the lesson in the form of a 
dialogue. An article “Mission in 
ithe Mohawk’ from “Together” 
_ Magazine was read by Doris Habig. 

Mrs. Phyllis Dicken, wife of the 
new minister, Rev. John Dicken 
installed tne new officers and pre- 
sented each of them with a rose. 

The ladies decided to studv the 
book “Great Women of the Bible” 
for next vear and use the regular 
devotion book, 

Phyllis Dicken ted the group in 
closing prayer. 

Refreshinents were served by the 
hostesses Matie Essig and Nettie 
Miller to 17 members, Rev. and 
Mrs. Keith Davis and baby and 
Mrs. Phyllis Dicken and boys and 
several other children. ; 
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District Superintendent , 
President . ar 

Vice President 

Honorary Viee Prsesidmt 
Recerdiag Secretary 


Treasurer 


FORT WAYNE DISTRICT OFFICERS 


Serie ate ge yaST ee Pe nee Wl oar eae Dr, Byxon Stroh 
5005 Indiana Ave. Fort Wayne 
eee 1a - - Mrs, Walter Shady 
3206 Bowser Ave., Fort Wayne 
. » Mrs. Dean Aldrisch 
Angola 
Z : Dp oteetee : Mrs. Byron Stxob 
9005 Indiana Ave Fort Wayne 
Mrs. Kenneth Buinbridge 
_ Fort Wayne 


: arnt ieee am » Mrs. Kenneth Lontz 
1317 W. LudwigRoad. Fort Wayne 


609 South Martha St 


£12} Euclid: Ave 


Secretaries: 
Promo: ion Mis Hairy W Gsheoen 
5714 Daisy Lome, Fort Wayne 
Missionavy Education and Service Mes Harold Swa:tz 


Monyse 
Christian Soctal Relations Mus. Joseph Baldings» 
213 8. Havrasom St Garrett 
Student Work . Ce naa See Soete Sear uy pers tee ee tt 
208 N. Cedar St.. Auburn 
: Mrs. Bernard C. Miller 
2703 Fair Oaks Dr.. Fort Wayne 


. Mrs. Lynn Fisher 


Mabel] Harner 


Youth Work 


Children s Work 


Spencerville 
Spiritual Life at Gr eae ie . . Mrs, Wilbur Showm 
1829 St. Joe Center Road, Fort Wayne 
Literature and Publications . . 7 deisese ates Mrs, John Clausen 
ae 7217 Bluffton Rd., Fort Wayne © "tee. 
SUDO LY aW.OF mae eu ee = Solon sp tane> eee ae se OM Ye.-F rank:Love 
R.R. 2. Grabill 
Status of Women . Seite > Mrs. Ray Nofzinger 


R. KR 13. Fort Wayne 
Missionary Personnel See : oeee 2 Soar Mrs. John Hunt 

2409 Getz Road, Fort Wayne 
Local Church Activities . . : + « «¢ © » e-o Mrs, Homer Winteregg 
Mon roe 


Wesleyan Service Guild Miss Maude Wherry 


1309 W. Ludwig Road, Fort Wayne 


GROUP LEADERS : 


Adams County .. eS «sts ie & - « + » » - Mrs, Austin Merriman 
R. R. 1, Monroe 

Allen County ‘A’ a eee eo Mr 8 Clarence Neal 

909 Ferguson, Fort Wayne 

Allen County ‘B iS 2 teks ieee ao oe Sn ist ve > « Mrs. R. P. Evans 

1001 W. Lexington. Fort Wayne 

DeKalb County . 3 calf ig te SIGS ASS oe ee ea . Mrs. Ray Armstrong 
RR. 2, Auburn 

Steuben County i pee tee » - Mrs. Wendell Allen 

R: R. 1, Ashley 

Wells County eee ss Mrs. Lorin Mann, Sr. 


10 WU Centrdl-Ave.. Blufften 


CONFERENCE OFFICERS: 


Secretary of Promotion ...-.> >.> +: ¢ > » Mrs, Russell T. Smith 
902 Powers St.. New Haven 

Secretary of Youth Work Keay ee oe as - « . » Mrs. Donald Goette 
1640 Olladale Dr., Fort Wayne 

Secretary of Spiritual Life... . > - o » Mrs. B. V. Allen 


4919 Southwood Ave. Fort Wayne 


@ 


NEW ADDRESS: 
Miss Maxine Coleman stanley Girls® High School 


Hiderabad, Deccan. India 
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"CHRIST FOR THE WORLD WE SING” 


GROUP MEETING PROGR AN 
1958 


MRS. WALTER SHADY PRESIDEN? 


Allen County ‘B . .Jefferson Chapel. 

Mrs. R: P: Evans 
Nevada Mills... . September 
Mrs. Wendel! Allen 
DeKalb County ==. -.Garrett <2... 
Mrs. Ray Armstrong 


September 


Steuben County 


. . September 


Wells County . . Ossian. .: .. - + September 
Mrs. Lorin Mann, Sr. 


Adams County i= «Decatur. : September 
Mrs. Austin Merriman 
Allen County ‘A’ . .Forest Park . : September 


Mrs: Clarence Neal 
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'Go ye into all the worid and preach the gospel 
to every creature.’ +--+ Mark 16:15 


MORNING SESSION . . . Mrs. Dean Aldrich, presiding 
9-15 Prelude 


9 25 Theme Hymn. . 
Worship 
Greetings 
Introguctionases «csr ss we uHost President 
Promotion ‘Reaching Out To Others”’ 
Leadership Clinics 
Wesleyan Service Guild 
Business-Announcements . Mrs. Walter Shady 
Recognition of Presidents and Pastors’ 

Wives 
Noontide Prayer ... . . Mrs. Wilbur Shown 
District Spiritual Life Secretary 


stanzas bue2, 4, Nol 48) 


12.00 Luncheon 


RRR KKK KH 


VISIT THE LITERATURE TABLE 
Purchase books now and save postage 
KHER KEK HA & 
AFTERNOON SESSION . - Group Leader presiding 
1 05 Hymn 
Prayer 
Recognition and Awards 
Reading Course Certificates 
Mrs. John Clausen 
Children's Secretaries . Mrs. Lynn Fisher 
Promotion . . .. . . . Mrs. Harry Goheen 
Special Music 
AGGVES Sat 6. ook: cs 
Offering 
Final Report of Registration 
Benediction 


- Miss Myrtle A. Smith 


OUR SPEAKER 


Miss Smith was born in Wisconsin. While teach- 
ing school in Ironwood, Michigan, she felt led to 
go into Christian Work, She received her training 
at Cincinnati Missionary Training School. She 
served as teacher and matron at Mothers Jewels 
Home in York, Nebraska, for two years. She entered 
the Foreign Mission Field under the. Detroit Con- 
ference, reaching Foochow, China, on January 10, 
1922. Miss Smith was retired April 1. 1958 and at 
present is making her home at 800 Carpenter Ave., 
Iron Mountain, Michigan. 


FERKEKERE S 


We are grateful to the Host Church and al] 
who helped with the day's arrangements. 


SeEREKEREESE 


COMING DATES TO REMEMBER 


United Nations’ Day ..... . . October 24. 1958 

Week of Prayer and Self Denial. . October 25-3] 

Human Rights’ Day . ... .. . «December 10. 1958 

District’ Day, Apart...) 2m. +. cme) Marcuee 17. 1959 

Annual District Meeting . - April 17. 1959 
Simpson, Fort Wayne 

Annual Conference Meeting . .. . .» April 29. 1959 
Muncie, Higlit St. 


SCE KEKEKRER 


*A CREED” 


Here is the truth in a little creed, 
Enough for all the roads we go: 
In love is all the law we need, 
In Christ is all the God we know. 


~-Edwin Markham 
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Fach regular pastor preaches in three churches each Sunday. 


Lay Preachers: 
Under 


This leaves one church to be supplied with a Sunday morning rreacher. 
the direction of Charles Carbaugh, DeKalh County lay leader, a team nf lay 
preachers take turns filling the extra rulpit each Sunday. Thes lay vreachers 


are trained in the Fort Wayne District lay speaker's school and are accredited 


ty the district superintendenz. 


Parish Programs: An implication of the Pioneer Parish idea is that local 
orvcches by pooling their resources can provide a stronger ministry to the 

Since June of this Conference year the Parish Council 
A uniform worship ser- 


Nearly 30 youth 


fiiks in their community. 
ns.¢ planned and developed several cooperative programs. 
vy.ce bulletin is mimeographed in the Parish office in Auburn. 


from the 10 churches attenced summer Institute and monthly youth rallies have 
been attracting an average attendance of 50 young people. Pioneer Parish con- 
structed a float and entered it in the T'ekalb County Fair parade in September. 
The Parish entertained John Elliott for a four-day missionary visit in November. 
Immediately ahead is a "Spiritual Life Mission" in February and a vacation Bible 


school workshép is scheduled for April. 
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Pioneer Methodist Parish 


FORT WAYNE DISTRICT 
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. ed 


A PROGRESS REPORT (JUNE-JANUARY) 


Description: Of the ten churches that make up Pioneer Parish, eight are lo- 
cated in DeKalb County, one in Noble County and one in Steuben County, Indiana. 
Four buildings are in villages and six in the open country. Total Parish mem- 
bership is 418 persons - the largest local church has 70 members and the small- 
est registers 19 persons as members. Parish Church school enrollment totals 
715 persons. The focus of the Parish is Auburn, Dekalb County seat, where two 
members of the pastoral team live. The third pastor lives near Garrett. 


Purpose: Pioneer Parish is an idea about ministering rather than a geographi- 
cal arrangment of preaching appointments. Through a team ministry and a repre- 
sentative laymen's council the following purposes have evolved: "to previde a 
creative ministry in town and country churches ... to strengthen each local 
church through group planning and action ... to deepen personal faith in Christ 
«es to extend the frontiers of Christian fellowship." 


Parish Council: Since June, 1958, the Cauncil has met monthly for planning, 
discussion, and fellowship. Two laymen from each local church represent their 
local church at these meetings. The Council meets in one of the Parish churches 
rotating in alphabetical order. Each Council member is encouraged to report the 
meeting to his own local church. At present the pastoral team initiates Parish- 


Wide programs which the Council approves and coordinates. 


Team Ministry: Pastors serving the Parish consider themselves a "team." Though 
each man is appointed to three or four churches, he considers himself a "pastor 
to Pioneer Parish." To cement this idea the three pastors exchange pulpits one 


Sunday morning each month. (See the map on next page for distances between the 
pastoral groups of the Parish) Now serving as pastors are Gene Stolte, a full- 
time unordained supply; Arleon Kelley, a half-time student pastor; and John 
Dicken, a full-time ordained pastor. This pastoral team meets each week for 
fellowship and planning. Each pastor has responsibility for the local churches 
to which he is appointed; yet he benefits from the united judgment and experi- 
ence of tY¥e pastoral team. Thus, three pastors face the job tagether. 


(more on next page) 
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proximately 3,400 miles east of Yo- 
kohama. 
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| Records of Methodism in Indiana 


Preserved at DePauw University 


Answers to questions about Methodist 


and Evangelical and United Brethren 


churches in Indiana, their ministers and - 


parishioners, may be found in the joint 


Archives of Indiana United Methodism ° 


and DePauw University in Greencastle, 
Ind., a recent article in Hoosier United 
Methodist points out. 

Prepared by the news bureau of the 
university, the information explains that- 


records of both the North and South In- 


diana conferences of the church and 
those of the university make up the rec- 
ord groups of the archives. There are 


‘many inter-connections between the. 


two, Archivist Wes Wilson notes, due to 
the prominent role of Methodists in the 
founding of DePauw (Indiana Asbury) in 
1837 and their continuing cooperation to 
this day. — 

The archives is located in Roy 0. West 
‘Library on the DePauw campus. Com- 
plete sets of Indiana Methodist confer- 
ence minutes are held as well as minutes 
‘of Evangelical United Brethren confer- 
ences. 

Information of a more detailed nature 
about local churches is provided by 
churches themselves, through records 


- kept and then placed in the archives and 


through histories written to commem- 
orate church anniversaries. 
Particularly interesting in the ar- 


chives and more personal in nature are 
. the papers of retired ministers — circuit 


riders to the present. This material in- 
cludes pocket records, personal diaries, 
letters, sermons, and records of bap- 
a marriages and funerals perform- 


Photographs are also found in the col- 
lections. They often support the written 
record and. provide new information. 
The pictures can be useful as illustra- 
‘ions in contemporary church histories. 


One of the most common uses of the 
archives, the staff reports, is in answer- 


‘ing genealogical inquiries about mem- 
bership, baptisms, marriages and the 


like. When records are not found .at 
DePauw, the archives can often refer 
persons to.a source — through its Church 


Records Survey made several years ago 


by each church in -the state. Local 
church histories usually include a list of 
ministers who served a particular 
church and minutes tell who retired or 
died in a given year. Obituaries of min- 
isters are often informative about life- 
time activities. 

Early conference minutes sometimes 


. even tell who gave to the local church — 


and how much — if over 50 cents: Official 
records of local churches deposited in. 


.the archives may include everything 


from membership to the decisions made 
in the operation of the church. 

Two scholars are presently using mat- 
erials in the archives to outline the 
growth of the Sunday school movement 


- jin United Methodism and to evaluate re- 


lationship of the church of the family in 
the 19th century. 

Renovation of the Roy 0. West Library 
is slated for 1986, to improve the reading 
room, increase stack space and exhibit 
area, and to provide a processing and - 


‘conservation lab. At present, however, 


the archives is open Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. during the 
school year. Summer hours are 9 to 4. 
Reference questions can be submitted 
by phone or mail, and tours of the facil- 
ity are offered. For more information, 
contact Wesley Wilson, Archives and 
Special Services. Roy O. West Library, 
DePauw University, Greencastle, IN 
46135 (SASE with inquiries, please). 
(Thanks for the clipping from Margaret 
De Leurere, Hobart, Ind.) 
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ECKHART PUB 
LIC 
603 S. Van Buren Eee 


Auburn, IN 46706 


Eckhart Public Library 


603 S. Jackson Street Auburn, IN 46706 
Phone: 219-925-2414 


Patron is responsible for all 
material borrowed. 
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